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I  Mission Statement and Goals

The State Meet Re-structuring Committee goals to meet the needs of the survey sent out to USAG Professional Members earlier this year:

1) Create a competition structure that could allow 100% participation at the Level 4 and 5 state meets and still keep a strong competitive environment for the best athletes in the state.

2) The structure we arrive at should not require additional weekends.

3) The state meets will not have more than two sessions in one day creating less traffic issues for the host gym, less time constraints, and the meets will finish early enough that teams can celebrate.

4) The state meets should be organized in a way that would allow more clubs to bid for hosting a Level 4 or 5 state meet.

5) Eliminating a qualifying score should eliminate the judges being pressured to score higher so that more gymnasts qualify to state.

II  State Meet Re-organization

To allow 100% participation, and not add another weekend, we propose to divide the state meets in to two state meets for each level.

A. Two State Meets for Each Level. The most practical way to accomplish this is to create two divisions based on the size of a clubs’ team: Division I (the larger teams) and Division II. It is possible that a club will not always be in the same division from year to year. It is also possible that a team begins the season in one division and has to move to the other due to losing or adding team members.

At the beginning of the season, when the final numbers of registered athletes are available to the State Committee (SC), the teams will be sorted from largest to smallest. The SC will divide the clubs in to two equally sized divisions, or as close as practically possible.

B. Petitioning. A Division II team that wants to compete in Division I can submit a petition to the SC. The primary factor affecting the approval of their petition could be the effect their team numbers would have on that state meet.

A team in Division I can petition to compete in Division II. Factors that could affect their approval by the SC: 1) Will their transfer adversely affect the size of the state meet? 2) Does their team score warrant the move? Is the team scoring well enough to be competitive in Division I? This might not be able to be determined until possibly three weeks before the state meet.

There will be a standard petition form that a club must submit to the SC no later than four weeks from the state meet.
III  State Flights

To achieve our goal of providing a highly competitive state meet for the best athletes the Division I and Division II state meets will be divided into Flights base on a gymnasts’ all-around score.

A. Sorting Qualifiers By Score. Two weeks from the state meet the SC will sort the qualifying gymnasts from highest all-around score to lowest. The highest all-around score by a gymnast that season will be used. A gymnast must compete in the all-around at least once in a USAG sanctioned meet to qualify to the state meet. (No minimum score requirement.)

Depending on the number of gymnasts in each Division, the list will be divided into 3 or 4 Flights; Flight A being the highest scorers and D being the lowest. Each Flight is a State meet in itself. Each Flight will be divided in to four, or five, age groups: Ch B, Ch A, Jr B, Jr A, Sr. Our hope is to keep each age group no larger than 15.

IV  State Meet Site Selection

To achieve our goal of allowing more clubs to bid for hosting the state meets, we felt it important to set meet operating requirements. These requirements will allow more clubs the ability to host a state meet within their gym. Our committee does not feel that mandating these state meets be held in “off site” locations for these levels is in the best interest of the club owners. Off site locations are preferred, but not required. Hosting a state meet can be a positive financial boost to a gym and should be available to every club. 

V  State Meet Operating Requirements

A. Size of meet. Each Division’s state meet, will be limited to a maximum of four sessions.

1. Each session must be run in the Traditional competition format allowing up to 72 competitors in each session. (This will allow us to handle up to 576 total gymnasts, in either level, in our state.)

2. A maximum of two sessions on Saturday and two sessions on Sunday. (Only one session might be needed on Sunday if the numbers do not warrant two sessions.)

3. Each session is a state meet in itself. Flight A, B, C and D.

4. Each Flight will be divided into four or five age groups: Ch B, Ch A, Jr B, Jr A, Sr. Our goal is that every gymnast will receive a medal on every event and the all-around.

5. We are dropping the “athlete gift” requirement by the meet director since every gymnast is getting five medals.

B. Team Awards. Each session, or Flight, is a state meet so there will be a team award given based upon 3 scores counting. (This is similar to the Age Group team awards we do currently.)

1. The overall team champion will be determined by the top scores (5 or 6 scores for Division I and 3 scores for Division II) from all the sessions at that state meet.

C. Pro Score. To handle the logistics of coordinating the new state meet organization we would like for the State Committee to pass a rule requiring all meet directors to use Pro Score for all sanctioned meets.

1.  Pro Score can export meet information to an Excel file very easily and can be emailed to the Level Coordinator.

2.  Tom Forster has written a program that can import the Excel files and calculate the team divisions and rank the gymnasts for their flights. This program works best with the export that Pro Score does.

VI Summary

The conclusion of the committee to re-structure the Level 4 and 5 state meets:

1. There will be two state meets on the same weekend for Level 4 and two state meets on the same weekend for Level 5.

2. Teams are assigned to a state meet based upon the size of their team: Division I for the larger teams and Division II for the smaller teams.

3. The State Committee will split the clubs in two equally sized State Divisions.

4. A team can petition to another Division by submitting the official petition form to the State Committee four weeks prior to the state meet. The SC will consider the impact that will have on the numbers in the state meet. If a team in Division I petitions down, the SC will consider if they are scoring high enough to be competitive in the Division I State Meet and the impact their numbers would have on that state meet.

5. Each state meet will be run in Traditional format allowing 72 gymasts in each session.

6. Only two sessions can be run in one day. Many gyms in the state can host a quality meet for only 72 gymnasts with enought time between sessions to accomodate for spectators and parking.

7. Three weeks before their respecitive state meet the gymnasts will be sorted from highest AA score to lowest. They will be divided into four Flights, or three if we do not have enough numbers. Flight A will be the highest scorers and Flight D will be the lowest. Each Flight will be a session in the state meet.

8. Each Flight will be divided in to five age groups, or four depending on the numbers.

9. Each Flight is a state meet in itself and a team trophy will be awarded. No more age group team awards.
10. The overall team champion for each state meet will also be awarded.

11.  Pro Score must be used for scoring all sanctioned meets so that the results can be exported in the format needed to use the State Tracking program to assign teams to the proper Division and place gymnasts in the correct Flight.

12.  Every gymnast will receive a medal on every event and the all-around. The age groups are only 15 in number so this will be simpler to conduct the awards ceremony.

13.  We are dropping the requirement of giving a gift to each participant.

